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Here we present the results of a literature-based analysis of the
plausible benefits to society from ecological restoration projects
undertaken across a range of contrasting sites and contexts around
the world. Our objective is to gauge avenues and help refine
strategies for greater funding and investment in eco-restoration.
With the exception of letters and book reviews we analysed all
19,547 publications appearing in thirteen carefully selected sci-
entific journals from 01 January 2000 to 30 September 2008,
searching for those that had the word “restoration” or “rehabilita-
tion” in the title, abstract and/or keywords. The resulting set of 1585
‘hits’ represents only 8.1%of the total number of papers scrutinized.
This is despite the fact that all of the journals express keen interest in
applications of research either to conservation, agriculture, eco-
logical engineering, and/or sustainable economic development.
Here we compare the 530 ‘hits’ in the journal Restoration Ecology
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to the 1055 ‘hits’ in the other 12 journals. We analyse these papers
seeking trends and relationships pertaining to various indicators,
such as the scale and focus of the restoration activities reported on,
the presence or absence of explicit reference to payments for
ecosystem services, and the policy impact of the research.We found
a statistically significant and worrisome disconnect between the
technical successes of a restoration project and the actual benefits
that it is perceived to deliver to society. One relevant indicator is the
development of payments for ecosystem services (PES) related to
restoration. This is sincemarkets are social constructs that reflect the
will and the intent of the people, and are therefore a good indicator
of the relative acceptability and desirability of restoration to society.
We found that only 124 papers, i.e., 7.8% of all the hits, linked
restorationwith PES. It is also no doubt due in part to the fact that the
overwhelming majority of the papers were written by researchers
with no immediate incentive to explore policy implications or
payment services. This is a clear indication that there is a huge gap in
the ecological restoration literature in support of developing the
statedmarkets or social construct. Other indicators assessed support
the prevalence of this disconnect. There is therefore a divide
between theory and experimentation, on the one hand, and practice
and policy, on the other, that has to be addressed urgently, to
strengthen the self-evident links that exist among eco-restoration,
economic development, and social welfare. A too-narrow focus on
the biophysical, ideological, heuristic or technocratic motivations
for eco-restoration hinders the development of socio-economic and
political stimuli and financial incentives and rewards. This is true in
developing and developed countries alike.
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The fynbos region is unique among mediterranean-climate
regions in that it comprises a well circumscribed biogeographic
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